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The Role Of Sense Of Place In Place-Making And Urban Conservation
for Heritage Sites: Al-Madinah Al-Munawara Case Study

ABSTRACT:

In the age of rapid urban development and globalization, historical cities face many
challenges, the most important of which is the missing of their urban spaces for their heritage
value and specific landmarks that gave it its own spirit and meaning as a vital urban element,
to be replaced by the so-called lost space or no place, and thus the challenge of place-making
of of heritage value and that can be recognized and felt is an urgent necessity for distinctive
urban environments that enhance and maintain social, economic and cultural relations, which
requires a reformulation of the basic principles in the creation of places and the concept of
preservation and development of heritage sites beyond the relationship of buildings with
spaces and axes that connect areas to each other to change in a way Gradually becoming
more socially and psychologically oriented through the application of other elements of
equal importance, which are the elements of social and psychological human needs, in order
to achieve the spirit and meaning of the place derived from its natural, heritage and cultural
components. Based on this problem, the researcher assumes that the sense of place is an
integral part of the philosophy of placemaking and is one of the main quality indicators for
cities with heritage values.The study relies on 3 main parts, starting with a theoretical study
to examine the close relationship between the concept of a sense of place, placemaking and
Urban Conservation, then devising, developing and formulating a model to enhance and
activate the role of a sense of place in placemaking and Urban Conservation in heritage sites
in a way that increases their architectural and urban efficiency And building measurable
indicators for the proposed model that can be adopted in examining the existence of the
concept of a sense of place in the projects of upgrading and Urban Conservation in heritage
sites and their surroundings areas. The researcher chose the Quba Avenue project in Madinah
as a case study, which is one of the projects of the "Humanizing Madinah™ program. A field
and analytical study were conducted for the project in addition to an exploratory study of the
population and visitors and the analysis of the results of the questionnaire by descriptive and
statistical methods, with the aim of verifying the effectiveness of the model and the
indicators proposed by the researcher and evaluating the extent of success Quba Avenue
development project in achieving the concept of a sense of place, , the most important
conclusions of this study was the final formulation of the proposed model and the
recommendation to activate it in evaluating the development and Conservation processes of
urban spaces in heritage sites and measuring their efficiency and success in creating a
successful urban heritage environment and place in which individuals can sense and feel a
place.
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