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Towards Sustainable Criteria to Regenerate the Urban Aesthetics in Arab Cities

Abstract. Urban aesthetics have been affected by the rapid development in the architectural and urban
formation of the Arab city, and the factors that contributed to its emergence and formation throughout
the ages, in addition to the impact of the new circumstances on the formation of the Arab city’s
architecture in its stages of development due to technical and technological changes and the scientific
revolution, as well as the social, economic and political transformations resulting from modernity and
globalization that created a kind of change in the local culture and its dissolution in the midst of global
variables, and what followed from imposing Western ideas through foreign campaigns or adopting some
theories that do not fit with the local conditions of Arab societies, which led to a change in the
architectural and urban identity and the lack of sustainability of the aesthetic vocabulary of the
architecture of Arab cities. The research aims, through an analytical inductive scientific approach, to
study and analyze the manifestations of change in the aesthetics of the architectural and urban formation
of the Arab city on the one hand, and what has occurred during the urban extensions that accompanied
growth over the ages or the establishment of new cities as a type of urban growth management for some
urban areas on the other hand, and to measure the extent of sustainability and revival of architectural
and urban aesthetics, including those that have been developed, with the aim of identifying the most
important factors and influences for establishing an urban character that draws its formative and
aesthetic components from the suitability of local environmental conditions and not ignoring the impact
of global variables on the sustainability of urban aesthetics. The research relies in its theoretical aspect
to study and define the dimensions of the problem and achieve the desired goals on urban, social,
environmental and economic studies that directly discuss the emergence and formation of the aesthetics
of the Arab city and the changes that have occurred over the ages. The research also relies in its applied
aspect on monitoring the development of the urban movement in Arab cities and because they are an
incubator for most of the sustainable architectural and urban patterns and formations. The research
presents, through its various stages, some proposals, results and recommendations that seek in their
content to put forward sustainable standards to revive the aesthetics of the architectural and urban
formation of the Arab city in its current conditions and to attempt to highlight the positive aspects of
the aesthetics of urbanism, with the aim of deducing the sustainable foundations and standards on which
the urbanism of Arab cities was established and achieved high rates of satisfaction for its residents,
while attempting to benefit from the requirements of the era in a way that does not negatively affect the
sustainability of the aesthetics of the architectural, urban, cultural and social identity of Arab cities, by
putting forward a standard model that includes sustainable standards for urban regenerate aesthetics in
Arab countries, and then applying that model to the two study areas to measure the extent to which those
samples achieve the standard model through Analyzing the results and making statistical comparisons
using bar graphs, to prove and confirm the validity of the proposed criteria for urban regenerate
aesthetics in Arab cities.

Keywords: Arab city - Urban regeneration - Sustainable design - Built environment.
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